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rison had, in a sally, ruined some of their works, and
killed them one hundred and fifty men, taking seve-
ral prisoners, and carrying them with them into the
city; and orders him to march towards Leicester,
to observe the king.
The king had now a small, but gallant army, all
brave tried soldiers, and seemed eager to engage the
new-modelled army; and his majesty, hearing
that sir Thomas Fairfax having raised the siege of
Oxford, advanced towards him, fairly saves him
the trouble of a long march, and meets him half
way.
The army lay at Daventry, and Fairfax at Tow-
cester, about eight miles off. Here the king sends
away six hundred horse, with three thousand head
of cattle, to relieve his people in Oxford; the cattle
he might have spared better than the men. The
king having thus victualled Oxford, changes his re-
solution of fighting Fairfax, to whom Cromwell was
now joined with four thousand men, or was within
a day's march, and marches northward. This was
unhappy counsel, because late given. Had we
marched northward at first, we had done it; but
thus it was. Now we marched with a triumphing
enemy at our heels, and at Naseby their advanced
parties attacked our rear. The king, upon this,
alters his resolution again, and resolves to fight,
and a,t midnight calls us up at Harborough to come
to a council of war. Fate and the king's opinion
determined the council of war; and it was resolved
to fight. Accordingly the van, in which was
prince Rupert's brigade of horse, of which my regi-
ment was a part, countermarched early in the
morning,
By five o'clock in the morning, the whole army,
in order of battle, began to descry the enemy from
the rising grounds, about a mile from Naseby, and

